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AGENDA 

PARK BOARD MEETING 
July 16, 2012 

7:00 PM-Council Chambers 
 
 
 

1. Call To Order – Scott DeRosier 

2. Approve Meeting Minutes: 

• February 16, 2012 Meeting Minutes 

3. Presentation – Pathways 2020 

4. KGSA Field Use Request – Scott DeRosier 

5. Parks Updates – Tim Mackin 

6. Upcoming Events in the Park – Tim Mackin 

7. US Cellular Cell Tower – Tim Mackin 

8. Park Board Comments 

9. Comments From Audience 

10. Adjourn Meeting 

 













 

Report to Kelso Parks Board 
July 19, 2012 
 
Presented by members of Team Longview 
 Paul Youmans, Pathways 2020 
 Jennifer Schapman, Cowlitz County Health Department 
 Melissa Mullins, AmeriCorps Member 
 Gayle Reid, Kelso Resident 
 

Continuation of Tobacco Ban in Longview Parks 
 
Background:  In 2009, Longview Parks and Recreation received an ACHIEVE grant to reduce 
chronic disease in the community through policy and environmental change that increased 
access to healthy foods, provided for more active living and reduced exposure to tobacco.  
Team Longview was formed and completed assessments and a plan for improving the health of 
Longview residents.  In December 2009, the City Council at the request of Team Longview, 
approved the appointment of a committee to explore the issues of smoking and tobacco use in 
Longview parks.  The committee did extensive research of what other communities were doing 
and surveyed 1466 people on the question of should Longview’s parks be tobacco free? or 
prohibit smoking only where children play? or should there be no policy at all?  The results were  

• 65% Tobacco-free 
• 24% Tobacco prohibited around playgrounds 
• 11% No rules  

 
The committee, with the support of Team Longview, recommended that tobacco use in the city’s 
17 parks be prohibited, with six parks that serve as regional sport or recreational venues 
allowing tobacco use only in designated areas.  The Mint Valley Golf Course was excluded.  On 
July 8, 2010, the City Council adopted that recommendation in Ordinance 3142 (13.01.062 
TOBACCO PROHIBITED) A twenty-four month sunset clause was included which would have 
the ordinance expire on August 8, 2012 unless the City Council took legislative action to 
extended it.  Team Longview, with the support of Cowlitz on The Move and Pathways 2020 
agreed to monitor tobacco use and report back to the City Council in 2012. 
 
Team Longview has completed its research and measurement of community attitudes towards 
tobacco-free parks in Longview and the effectiveness of the current ban.   
 
Comments from City Officials: 
 
Richard Bemm, Retired Parks and Recreation Director (February 2012) 
 I have not had any complaints or issues reported to me. I have observed at high use park 
facilities such as play equipment and sport fields that there is very little smoking taking place and have 
witnessed some adults asking others to refrain from smoking. When there is only one family around, I 
have seen a couple times that there is a person smoking. I have also seen people come to a play area, 
see the sign and put out their cigarettes.  
 
Jim Duscha, Chief of Police (June 2012) 
 No problems. I don’t know if we had any complaints. I do support this.  
 
Dick Mueller, Longview Parks and Recreation Supervisor (March 2012) 

 Staff have noticed a reduction in smoking in the parks and decreased litter (cigarette 
butts & tobacco trash). The no tobacco in parks ordinance has taken very little staff time as citizens have 
self monitored themselves successfully. I noticed at the summer concerts a reduction in smoking and 
compliance in no tobacco in the parks. At the youth ball parks (Archie Anderson & John Null) this month 



 

I observed parents and other adults walk from activity areas out to the sidewalk and street curb to 
smoke. I feel children and park users have a healthier place to relax, enjoy, be active and play due to the 
tobacco free parks ordinance. This sets a positive example for Longview teenagers as adults set an 
example and norms that tobacco use in public places intended to improve health is not an acceptable 
practice in our community.  
 
Jennifer Schapman, Health Educator, Cowlitz County Health Department (March 2012) 
 As the health educator with the Cowlitz County Health and Human Services Department, I receive and log 
all Smoking in Public Places Law complaints; there have been zero complaints in the past two years regarding the 
tobacco free policy for the City of Longview Parks ordinance. 
 
Community Survey: 
 
During the months of May and June, a survey was conducted in-person and on-line regarding 
tobacco issues in Longview and Cowlitz County.  884 respondents offered these answers for 
questions on tobacco use in Longview parks. 
 
Currently Longview parks are tobacco-free.  Should they continue to be? 
 Yes.  86.1%  No.  13.9% 
 

Have you noticed a change in tobacco use in Longview parks during the past two years? 
 Less.     28.3%   
 More.       7.5%     
 No Change.    14.9%  
 Have not noticed.   49.3% 
 
Would you like to see other tobacco-free areas?  (Check all that apply) 
 Cowlitz Fair Grounds    79.8% 
 Park area around Longview Public Library 71.1% 
 Mint Valley Golf Course    40.3%  
 Kelso Spray Park    63.6% 
 Kelso Parks     67.7%      
 Cowlitz County Parks    68.8% 
 
Analysis: 
 
Clearly, the interest in Longview is to keep Longview’s parks as tobacco-free.  This is what the 
people want. 
 
In Kelso, the results showed 63.3% for the Spray Parks and 67.7% for all Kelso Parks to be 
Tobacco Free.  We recognize that Kelso has their own culture and whatever approach has to fit 
within their standards. 
 
A value that we recognize is the reduction of litter and the improved appearance in tobacco-free 
parks as well as the health of families using the parks.  Kelso has at least four options. 

1. Adopt a voluntary no tobacco policy. 
2. Prohibit tobacco use at areas where children play. 
3. Prohibit tobacco use, except in designated areas such as parking lots. 
4. Prohibit tobacco us in all parks. 

 
The Cowlitz County Health Department has tobacco grant funds available to purchase signs for 
the Kelso Parks. 
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Parks Survey 2012 

1. Where Do You Live?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Castle Rock, WA 5.6% 47

Kalama, WA 3.1% 26

Kelso, WA 25.6% 214

Longview, WA 63.4% 531

Woodland, WA 1.2% 10

Rainier, OR 1.1% 9

Other (please specify) 

 
46

  answered question 837

  skipped question 47

2. Currently Longview parks are tobacco-free. Should they continue to be?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Yes 86.1% 750

No 13.9% 121

  answered question 871

  skipped question 13
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3. Have you noticed a change in tobacco use in Longview parks during the past two years?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Less 28.3% 245

More 7.5% 65

No Change 14.9% 129

Have Not Noticed 49.3% 427

  answered question 866

  skipped question 18

4. Would you like to see other tobacco-free areas? (Check all that apply)

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Cowlitz County Fairgrounds 79.8% 561

Park Area around Longview Public 

Library
71.1% 500

Mint Valley Golf Course 40.3% 283

Kelso Spray Park (Near Kelso 

Senior Center)
63.6% 447

Kelso Parks 67.7% 476

Cowlitz County Parks 68.8% 484

Other (please specify) 

 
92

  answered question 703

  skipped question 181
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5. Do you or someone in your home smoke? (Check all that apply)

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Self 19.5% 166

Spouse 7.7% 66

Partner 4.7% 40

Child (Under 18) 0.5% 4

Child (Over 18) 3.4% 29

No Smokers 72.0% 614

Other (please specify) 

 
36

  answered question 853

  skipped question 31

6. Do you have children living with you under 18 years of age?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Yes 42.3% 365

No 57.7% 498

  answered question 863

  skipped question 21
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7. (Optional) Enter To Win: Gift Certificate To Peyton's Produce, Garden Basket, or Outdoor 

Basket

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Name: 
 

99.5% 590

Email Address: 

 
82.6% 490

Phone Number: 

 
93.3% 553

  answered question 593

  skipped question 291
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