
 

Posted August 9, 2013 

Kelso Planning Commission  

Agenda 
Meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, August 13, 2013 

203 South Pacific Ave., City Hall Council Chambers 
 

 
Approved/  

Agenda               Denied Remarks 

Call to Order: 

 

1. Roll Call 

 
 

 
 

Approve Minutes: 

 

1. June 12, 2013 Rescheduled Meeting 

 
*July 9, 2013 Meeting Cancelled 

 
 

 
 

Presentation: 
  

Public Hearing:  
1. Victory Center, Leonid Pisarchuk, requesting a text amendment to 

Kelso Municipal Code 17.08 Definition of ‘Cultural Institution’.  

  

Citizen Business:  
 

  

Action/Motion Items:  
  

Commission Business:   
 

  

Adjournment: 

   

Next Meeting September 10, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. 

  

 

City of Kelso Community Development Department (360) 423-9922 
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Kelso Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, June 12, 2013 
(rescheduled from June 11) 

6:01pm – 6:55pm 
 

 
Commissioners Present:    Dan Jones, Clark Hislop, James Webb, Rick VonRock, Toby Tabor 

 

Commissioners Absent:  James Webb, Patricia VanRollins  

 

Staff Present:  Nancy Malone, Community Development Manager; Stephanie Helem, Recording 

Secretary 

 

Call to Order: 

Vice-Chair Rick VonRock called the meeting to order at 6:01 pm. 

 

Minutes: 

Commissioner Jones made the motion, seconded by Commissioner Tabor to approve the minutes of 

May 14, 2013.  Motion carried, all in favor. 

 

Presentations: 

 

1. “ASK” South Kelso Neighborhood Revitalization Plan.  PowerPoint presented by Beth Otto 

and Ashley Harris. Final product as graduate program (Portland State University MURP 

Program).  Kelso was picked out of a number of applicants for this project.  Students could see 

that there was need within the community and would get support from city management and a 

real opportunity to make an impact.  There were three main objectives: comprehensively identify 

the community’s needs and priorities; assess how revitalization could meet those needs; make 

recommendations to inform the update of the comprehensive plan. Outlines the outreach process 

which included: coffee talks; one on one interviews with community partners and key 

stakeholders; an open house; public survey.  Discussed the findings from community outreach 

and criteria for selecting strategies.  Recommended strategies/focus areas:  community 

organization; public safety; create community gathering places; pedestrian safety and 

neighborhood appearance; downtown revitalization.    Discussion followed.  Funding 

mechanism/grant options? 

 

2. Shoreline Master Program Draft.  PowerPoint presentation by Jennifer Hughes with 

Parametrix.  Presentation is to update the commission in the process, the draft code language and 

organization, and overview of sections.  The draft document is about 100 pages.  We have 

completed the initial public involvement and inventory and characterization work to look at the 

ecological functions and processes that are going on on the shoreline.  Parametrix went through 

an assessment of options that the City was looking at from previous planning commission 

meetings held the past fall/spring.  We are now bringing the draft copy of the plan to get into the 

language of options and issues written into the code language.  Discussion followed.  What can 

the average property owner do with their shoreline property?  Clarification on buffer definition? 

The Comprehensive Plan Update should coincide with the Shoreline Master Program Update. 

 

Citizen Business:  No business 
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Commission Business: 

 

1. Downtown Bench/Trash Receptacle Logo Approval.  Carol Zonich, Bench Committee Chair 

for Kelso Downtown Revitalization Association.  Last set of benches and trash receptacles this 

year.  Family Health Center generously sponsored a bench.  City of Kelso will be on the trash 

receptacles (asked for and received a grant from the Cowlitz Community Fund to fund two trash 

receptacles to go with benches).  The other bench is sponsored by Kelso Auto and Marine.  All 

will be in Kelso blue the same as other benches and trash cans previously approved. Benches 

will be placed by Martinez Bakery and across the street from Baker Lumber. 

 

MOTION:  Commissioner Hislop made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Jones, to 

approve logos.  Motion carried, all in favor. 

 

2. Commissioner VonRock asked if Kelso has anything in the code for wind power/windmills.  

Kelso currently does not have this in the code.  City will consider this when updating the 

Comprehensive Plan.  Also look at solar power for rooftops. 

3. Comprehensive Plan Update.  The city just notified Department of Commerce.  This process 

will take a while.  The city will try to incorporate some of the language but a majority of the 

language will be changed.  There will be a number of work sessions with the commission. The 

city anticipates the first commission work session will be in August or September. 

4. The Victory Center public hearing is tentatively scheduled for August.   

 

Adjournment: 

 

There being no further business, Commissioner Wade made the motion seconded by Commissioner 

Hislop to adjourn at 6:55pm. 

 

 

        

Rick VonRock, Planning Commission Vice-Chair 

 

 

        

Respectfully submitted:  

Stephanie L. Helem, Recording Secretary  














